Action Is Urged Against Police 


‘More Than Handful’ In- 
volved in Riot, Claim 

CHICAGO (AP) - The direc- 
tor of a study team which re- 
ported to a presidential commis- 
sion that the bloody street disor- 
ders during the Democratic Na- 
tional Convention were a “police 
riot” said Monday that “the sus- 
pension or dismissal of a hand- 
ful of policemen will not be 
' enough” to prevent recurrences 
, of violence. 

Daniel Walker, 46, a vice 
president of Montgomery Ward 
& Co., and director of the study 
team appointed by the Presi- 
dent’s commission on violence, 
told a news conference, “This 
community should not settle for 
less than prompt and severe ac- 
tion against these offenders.” 
Walker’s 345-page report, re- 
leased Sunday, found that dem- 
onstrators provoked police dur- 
ing the convention week disturb- 
ances but “the weight of vio- 
lence was overwhelming on the 
side of the police.” 

“I understand eight or ten po- 
licemen have been suspended or 
dismissed,” Walker said. “More 
than a handful were involved . . . 
their lieutenants and sergeants 
know who they are.” 

‘BLUE CURTAIN’ 

“The blue curtain cannot be 
permitted to stay down,” Walk- 
er said. He added that there 
was no estimate available of 
how many policemen may have 
been involved in violence ac- 
tions. 

“But like many Americans, I 
believed that the only violence 
took place in front of the Conrad 
Hilton hotel,” he said, “until I 
began reading the statements 
we collected.” 

“I was stunned, shocked and 
amazed when I learned of the 
violence that took place in the 
streets and alleys of Chicago,” 
he said. 

Walker, chairman of the Chi- 
cago Crime Commission, said 
he could not agree with a state- 
ment by Mayor Richard J. Dal. 
ey of Chicago that the report’s 
summary was “misleading.” 
STANDS ON REPORT 
He added that the entire re- 


port was “my opinion and i 
stand unequivocally on the en- 
tire report.” He said the Presi- 
dent’s commission on violence 
might “evaluate” the report 
and form other opinions. The 
commission released the report 
without comment. 

“The report is not aimed,” 
Walker said, “at people who 
have prejudices on either side. 
It is aimed at thoughtful people 
who will read the facts and I 
hope they will learn from it.’ 

Walker declined to comment 


on what the police reaction 
might have been if the conven- 
tion had been held in another 
city. 

He said that the reaction by 
Chicago police stemmed from 
conditioning which included the 
rioting following the death of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in 
April, Mayor Daley’s shoot-to- 


kill order regarding arsonists 
and an April peace demonstra- 
tion which erupted in violence 
and charges of police brutality. 

He also said that the police 
“have not been properly! 
trained. They are trained for a 
one-on-one situation and they do 
not function as a unit as the Na- 
tional Guard does.” 



